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Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed December 17, 2003, the period for response to 
which having been extended by two months to May 17, 2003, please amend the above-identified 
U.S. patent application as follows: 

IN THE ABSTRACT 

Please replace the original abstract with the enclosed substitute abstract 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the original specification with the enclosed substitute specification. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-5 as follows. 

1. (Amended) A method of stabilizing a slit fluid jet, said method comprising 
superimposing a fluid jet accompanied with a flip-flop phenomenon upon at least one surface of 
the slit fluid jet and thereby forming a stable slit fluid jet. 


